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Overview

BST/HST-306U/313U-001/JNT: AFRICAN HST 1800-PRES…

Course Description

This survey of the African past offers an introduction to the history of Sub-saharan Africa over the

course of the 19th and 20th centuries. We will examine the more recent history of the second

largest continent in one term by focusing on central topics and specific regions, including the

Democratic Republic of the Congo. Emphasis is placed on Africa’s connections to the world through

the Trans-Atlantic Slave System, European conquest and colonization, and finally, in the post-colonial

age, through neo-liberalism. The course aims to illuminate the roots of the contemporary political,

social, and economic inequalities that have come to define relationships between the peoples and

societies of the continent and the world at large. This is thus a course that does not shy away from

the injustices and the atrocities that have been committed over the past two centuries. In other

words, this course comes with a term-long trigger-warning. We will bear witness to the traumatic

components of colonialism as this is essential if we are to understand the implications of this past

and what justice would entail. Thus while the course explicitly seeks to privilege African agency,

perspectives, and experiences, the role of Europeans in the making of this past is necessarily also a

part of the course. 

Course Objectives

In addition to cultivating an appreciation for the complex and dynamic field of African history, this

https://d2l.pdx.edu/d2l/home/857562
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course will provide you with an opportunity to refine analytical skills vital to the discipline of history

and consider ongoing historiographical debates and their implications for the African past as well as

for the practice of history. Finally, we will seek to identify key African conceptual frameworks that

allow for an appreciation of the African past from African perspectives.

Course Structure

This course is a fully online course structured around close engagement with online materials and

discussions. All students are expected to regularly log in to D2L and actively engage with the

materials and with their peers in the spirit of a joint intellectual endeavor. 

As an online course, how you organize your time is largely up to you and your schedule. The majority

of the assignments will require weekly submissions and thus you should expect to engage with the

course at least 2-3 times over the course of each week. 

The schedule of readings and assignments is tentative and may be subject to change. All

announcements and changes to the schedule and assignments will be announced in class and on

D2L. You are responsible for all information/materials on D2L and you are encouraged to consult the

site on a regular basis. You are also responsible for all announcements and correspondence sent to

you via your PSU email account, if you do not regularly check your PSU email, you should either plan

to do so or have your email forwarded to an account that you do regularly check. Please report any

problems or issues you encounter immediately to me via email (jtappan@pdx.edu). 

mailto:jtappan@pdx.edu
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Reading and Texts

Historical knowledge and understanding are gained through active and close reading of both primary

and secondary texts. In order to get the most out of the class, it is essential that you complete the

assigned readings each week.

The following text is our primary textbook and can either be purchased through the campus

bookstore or accessed online***:

Eric Gilbert and Jonathan T. Reynolds, Africa in World History: From Prehistory to the
Present (Pearson, 2012).

The following texts are also required and can be purchased through the campus bookstore:

Sven Lindqvist, “Exterminate all the Brutes!” (1997).
Sembene Ousmane, God's Bits of Wood (1962).
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*In addition to the above texts, a significant component of the assigned reading is available

electronically each week through D2L. Any problems accessing the reading should be reported to

me immediately via email (jtappan@pdx.edu). 

Assignments & Exams

Assignment Due Date Assessment

Weekly Questions Weekly 15%

Online Discussion Weekly 15%

Essay 1 May 2nd 15%

Midterm Exam May 9th 15%

Essay 2 June 6th 15%

Final Exam June 9th 25%

Weekly Questions

The Weekly Questions are meant to help guide your reading and alert you to the information that

you should focus on as you read and as you engage with the Audio & Visual Materials. As such, I

suggest you review the questions prior to engaging with the course materials.

Weekly Discussion Post

Weekly online discussions are an opportunity to engage with the assigned readings and audio/visual

materials in greater depth. The assignment is to submit a 300-500 word reflection on the course

materials preferably by the end of the day on Thursday and to read and then submit at least one

200-300 word response to what a peer has posted, preferably by the end of the day on Sunday. 

-For full credit, your Weekly Discussion Post must not only meet the length requirements but must

also incorporate references to the assigned readings (i.e. direct quotes/paraphrased moments with

in-text citations). 

Essays

You will write two formal essays, which will provide you with an opportunity to explore a theme

arising from your analysis of "Exterminate all the Brutes" by Sven Lindqvist and God's Bits of Wood
by Ousmane Sembene. For more specific guidance see the Essay assignments. As each of these

essays constitutes a significant portion of your grade in the class, failure to submit either essay may

significantly reduce your chances of passing the course.

Due May 2nd: "Exterminate all the Brutes!" Essay

Due June 6th: God's Bits of Wood Essay

mailto:jtappan@pdx.edu
https://d2l.pdx.edu/d2l/common/dialogs/quickLink/quickLink.d2l?ou=857562&type=dropbox&rcode=Portland_prod-1975147
https://d2l.pdx.edu/d2l/common/dialogs/quickLink/quickLink.d2l?ou=857562&type=dropbox&rcode=Portland_prod-2024003
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In addition to consulting with your instructor for guidance with the written assignments, you are

strongly encouraged to seek assistance at PSU's Writing Center, and to consult the following

resources:

 

Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) 

The Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue University houses writing resources and instructional

material -including useful guidelines for citation in essays.

-Your instructor's Writing Tips (or growing list of pet peeves).

Exams

There will be a Midterm and a Final Exam. These examinations will assess your reading of the

assigned texts as well as your ability to synthesize and think critically about the information

presented in all of the course materials. More guidance will be provided in advance of these

examinations. As these exams constitute a significant portion of your grade in the class, they are

required to earn a passing grade in the course.

A Note Concerning Due Dates (PLEASE READ)

In light of the uncertainty and challenges presented by the ongoing global pandemic, I am extending

the flexibility that I typically provide around due dates for assignments. In essence, I don’t see any

reason why I should care when you learn the material and do the work, provided that you do. Thus, I

accept all “late” work for full credit in this course. I actually prefer not to consider it “late,” but to

think about it as the work that you are submitting according to the time frame that works best for

you and your circumstances.

This flexibility applies to all assignments, including the Weekly Discussion Posts. You can simply post

a response after the suggested due dates and the required responses to your peers’ posts as well.

This flexibility may somewhat compromise the ability for these assignments to serve as “discussions,”

but in my experience the difference is minimal.

It is, however, not possible to do all of the work for the entire course over a very short period of

time. Thus, if your own schedule diverges significantly from the suggested due dates on D2L, you

may need to consider asking to take an Incomplete for the course and this is not necessarily ideal. As

such, I strongly recommend doing your very best to submit your work according to the suggested

due dates and course schedule, but if you need additional time you do not need to seek permission

or worry that your grade will be penalized as a result. Lastly, I will do my best to keep up with the

assessments of assignments that are submitted after the suggested due dates but cannot promise

that they will be graded right away. My ability to provide feedback will also be limited for

assignments that are submitted after the suggested due dates. 

Office Hours and Appointments

You are encouraged to consult with me at any point in the term with problems, concerns, and

http://www.writingcenter.pdx.edu/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/whkk7r9g3y9mzcr/Writing%20pet%20peeves.docx?dl=0
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questions about the course in general and your progress in the course more specifically. You are

welcome to "drop by" during my office hours or schedule an appointment. It is recognized that not

everyone can arrange to meet during my office hours and I am more than happy to make an

appointment to meet at another time. Meetings can be scheduled via zoom, google meets, and/or

over the phone. 

Email Policy

E-mail is an excellent means of communicating with your instructors about questions concerning the

course material and assignments. It is especially useful for providing feedback on ideas and theses

for paper topics. But please bear in mind the following:

· E-mail is not ideal for urgent matters. I consider 48-72 hours to be a reasonable period in

which to respond to inquiries. Although I do usually respond more quickly, that will not always

be the case.

· I will not, in general, respond to student e-mail received after 5:00 p.m. until the following

day(s), nor will I generally respond to student e-mail sent after 5:00 on Friday until Monday

morning. You will need to plan accordingly.

· It is also important to remember that email sent to instructors are distinct from texts you might

send to close friends and so it is imperative that you identify yourself and the course you are

taking and state your query as clearly as possible (in order to make a good impression, you might

want to proofread email sent to instructors and fix major spelling and punctuation errors). 

Academic Honesty and Integrity

Academic community and free intellectual exchange relies on respect and trust and I believe that

each of you is an honest person. However, my duty demands that I remind you that Portland State

University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any sort. Everyone is responsible for knowing

what constitutes academic dishonesty as defined in the PSU Student Code of Conduct. All work

submitted in this course must be your own and it must be produced specifically for this course. All

sources used in your work (ideas, quotes, paraphrases, etc.) must be properly acknowledged and

documented. Violations of academic honesty will be taken seriously. Consequences may include

failure in the course and suspension from your academic program. If you have questions about what

constitutes a breach of Academic Honesty or how to honestly incorporate other sources and ideas,

you are strongly encouraged to consult with me prior to submitting an assignment.

Access and Inclusion for Students with Disabilities

PSU values diversity and inclusion; we are committed to fostering mutual respect and full

participation for all students. My goal is to create a learning environment that is equitable, useable,

inclusive, and welcoming. If any aspects of instruction or course design result in barriers to your

inclusion or learning, please notify me. The Disability Resource Center (DRC) provides reasonable

accommodations for students who encounter barriers in the learning environment.  

 

If you have, or think you may have, a disability that may affect your work in this class and feel you
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need accommodations, contact the Disability Resource Center to schedule an appointment and

initiate a conversation about reasonable accommodations. The DRC is located in 116 Smith

Memorial Student Union, 503-725-4150, drc@pdx.edu, https://www.pdx.edu/drc.  

 

· If you already have accommodations, please contact me to make sure that I have received a

faculty notification letter and discuss your accommodations.

· Students who need accommodations for tests and quizzes are expected to schedule their tests

to overlap with the time the class is taking the test.

· Please be aware that the accessible tables or chairs in the room should remain available for

students who find that standard classroom seating is not useable. 

· For information about emergency preparedness, please go to the Fire and Life Safety

webpage(https://www.pdx.edu/environmental-health-safety/fire-and-life-safety) for

information.

Title IX Reporting Obligations

As an instructor, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning environment for my

students and for the campus as a whole. Please be aware that as a faculty member, I have the

responsibility to report any instances of sexual harassment, sexual violence and/or other forms of

prohibited discrimination. If you would rather share information about sexual harassment, sexual

violence or discrimination to a confidential employee who does not have this reporting responsibility,

you can find a list of those individuals.

Cultural Resource Centers

The Cultural Resource Centers (CRCs) create a student-centered inclusive environment that enriches

the university experience. We honor diversity, explore social justice issues, celebrate cultural

traditions, and foster student identities, success, and leadership. Our centers include the

Multicultural Student Center, La Casa Latina Student Center, Native American Student & Community

Center, Pan African Commons, Pacific Islander, Asian, Asian American Student Center and the

Middle Eastern, North African, South Asian program. We provide student leadership, employment,

and volunteer opportunities; student resources such as computer labs, event, lounge and study

spaces; and extensive programming. All are welcome!

mailto:drc@pdx.edu
https://www.pdx.edu/drc
https://www.pdx.edu/environmental-health-safety/fire-and-life-safety
https://www.pdx.edu/environmental-health-safety/fire-and-life-safety
http://www.pdx.edu/sexual-assault/get-help

